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Within the Version Festivalo8, beginning on April 17th to 27th, the artist
group Weisser Salon curated the exhibition »Mind the Gap«. The show
featured the work of 9 female artists, who all work within the field of
photography in distinct ways. Their common ground is the diverse engage-
ment with different forms of gaps in this world. The spaces investigated
are often overlooked and are rarely put under artistic scrutiny. If one
takes a closer look though, one finds in the inconspicuous a broadness

of themes, which are both formally and socially relevant. The title of the
exhibition seems to fit well within the theme of the festival. It gestures
towards a world apart, inextricably linked to ours yet hardly ever noticed.
It is precisely this world apart, the gaps in the world seemingly so familiar
to us.

Im Rahmen des Version Festivalo8, dass in Chicago vom 17.4.-27.4.2008,
unter dem Motto »Dark Matters« stattfand, kuratierte der Weifde Salon
die Auststellung »Mind the Gap«. Die Ausstellung zeigte 9 Kiinstlerin-
nen, die auf unterschiedliche Weise mit dem Medium der Fotografie ar-
beiten. Gemeinsam ist den ausgewdihlten Kiinstlerinnen, dass sie sich mit
unterschiedlichen Zwischenriumen dieser Welt beschdftigen, die oftmals
libersehen oder wenig beachtet werden.



Manuela Barczewski
Reprise

My work is mainly a combination of installations and their final
product; a photograph. The objects that | am using for my installa-
tions are most of all everyday life materials. The work Reprise_oo1,
Reprise_oo2 shows models of small size installations which | con-
structed with cut out pieces of old vinyl records.

While | set up an installation with it the view through the camera is
always in my mind. | perceive the space as if it would already be two-
dimensional. My photographic work is an attempt to detach objects
from their former meanings and to visualise a simultaneity of the
appearance of things. In this visual abstraction | can see a potential
where different ways of thinking become possible.






Sonia Jiménez Alvarez

| see a Darkness

The video piece ,| see a darkness“ is an interactive work, which deals
with the subjects light and darkness. A video camera, which is hid-
den in the bottom of a square column, is constantly recording and
projecting the recordings on a flat screen. The image which is shown
is basically the eyes. The moment in which the participant looks into
the dark box, is the moment when he acts, without noticing it. He is
supposed to find the exposure button, which activates a flashlight.
The moment of enlightenment is the moment of pure darkness for
him. The ,audience“ around him can observe this intimate moment
and the movement of the people‘s pupils contraction.

| see a darkness is an investigation on light and darkness but more
than that it tries to deal with light and darkness on a metaphorical
way. It is also about an investigation on vision, perception, recogni-
tion, identification and ignorance.






Annette Jonak

untitled

The private livingroom goes public: bulk waste, something you find
every night in alternating streets, refers to a change within the private
sphere. The hasty twinkle of a moment: sculptures, apparently casted
from one wallpaper, take up a stance on an only fragmentary cogni-
zable surrounding. The intimate traces of use, which might display
the former private use are cloaked.






Sabrina Jung

stages sceneries models

The pictures show locations, which seem model-like or appear to be
similar to a stage scenery. Models are archetypes which serve imita-
tion or they are an imitation of an archetype. They distinguish them-
selves by abstraction, by the deliberate disregard of certain signs.
Jung works on the image, eliminating picture-insignificant elements
to crystallize and to strengthen the essential. By concentrating on the
quintessence, models are tools to get a deeper and more comprehen-
sive cognizance of the reality. They help to uncover properties, rela-
tions and connections with methods like idealisation or construction.






Anastasia Khoroshilova

Islanders

This series shows Russian youth in gymnasiums, posing in their
wrestling gear. Khoroshilova explores the remote villages of Russia,
creating individual “portraits” of inhabitants in their habitual set-
tings, and documents a Russia inaccessible to tourists. The “Island-
ers” like these youths, are isolated subjects — living in dormitories
of elite private schools, at a ballet school, or a segregated military
area under special administration — all in positions of transition, as
the artist has said in “a world apart and all unto itself.” The appar-
ently cool objectivism of the works, and their unstudied poses, belie
complex social and psychological studies.






Anne Lass

Milwaukee Avenue

On it’s way from Downtown Chicago to the North-Western Sub-
urbs, Milwaukee Avenue stretches through various neighborhoods,
amongst others being the main street of a neighborhood with polish-
rooted residents. The project deals with the systematical aqusition

of a certain leg and the ever changing confrontations and incidents
that occur when walking the same street over and over again. It is an
investigation of a location which very often seems to be downtime
though existing in the present.






Patricia Neligan

voriibergehend (temporary)

My work has the title ,voriibergehend“ (temporary) and is an analysis
of the human being. | am interested in the human being and how

he moves in his environment. Environment is a basic component of
our image of reality. Its about the being-on-ones- way of humans in
the world. Its about going away and returning. Its about the pass-

ing moment. The human is the central point of his own coordinate
system, surrounded by the whole world. He has the basic impulse

to orientate himself, to explore his surrounding and to acquire it.
Extreme narrowness and extreme wideness leads to human anxiety,
but also arouses curiosity.

My work ,voriibergehend“ (temporary) is part of a movement. Its a
collection of located impression. They are part of my moving. The
pictures lie between movement and standstill.

The human appears as a figurine, as a projection on a screen. The
settings are referential and at the same time not clearly locatable .The
pictures are like little episodes and stopped moments.






Almut von Pusch

Ich bin Du (I am you)

The pictures deal with the question of identity and projection. Espa-
cially when someone is being photographed, he tries to look good.
On the other hand the viewer always searchs for something he can
identify with. There is a hope, that photographs can give answers, but
all they can do is to build new questions.






Rivkah Young

Colorium

A stage always generates an abstract space, where something
concrete takes place. The space receives his depth effect by mobile
modules, partitions, perspective representations or separations. Thus
interior and outside rooms can be imitated. Fantastic rooms can be
created. A stage always serves as a backdrop for an actor who oper-
ates in direct or indirect integration of the scenery. The space only
exists in that context: dazzeling by the spotlights like a soap-bubble.
Podiums, walls and curtains shining in all colours of the rainbow
divide principal theatre and side scenes and generate the impression
of infinite width or intimate contiguousness. The eye of the behold-
er wanders by this strange, artificial nature, loses itself in shining
surfaces, glides along the scenery in the depth which resolve in the
darkness. The light moulds and generates dimensions. Sometimes

It become manifest in luminous objects; light and space seemlessly
merge. The artificial light reflects the reminiscence of the past: green
and grey were the colours of the nineties - excerpt or or selfreferential
construct? Perseverative materials are used: plywood and plastic,
plexyglas and fabric are the basic elements the scene is made of.
High-piled and screwed tightly or bent into shape to transform real

in a visual two-dimensional space. Shortly before the audience enters
the hall and the actor the stage, the colours, forms and the light
silently gleame for the last time.

The work consists of two parts: a book called Colorium (2006) and
an assortment of images which are conceived for issuing.
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